Cable Advisory Council Area 2
Bridgeport, Fairfield, Stratford, Milford, Orange, Woodbridge

www.cacarea2.com

Meeting Minutes

November 21, 2019

Present:  Chairman Ron Davis, Vice Chair Marlene Silverstein – Orange; Janet Montelbano, Kara Flannery (at 7:20pm) – Milford; Cindy Gerber – Woodbridge

Guests:  Esmé Lombard, Sr. Director Government Affairs Altice; Sol Silverstein, OGAT Chairman; Pua Ford, WGATV Coordinator

Chairman Ron Davis convened the meeting at 7:00pm.

Minutes:  Marlene Silverstein, seconded by Cindy Gerber, made the motion to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2019 minutes with the following correction:  Gerry Speno was a guest at the meeting, not a member.  The motion carried with the following vote:  AYE – Ron Davis, Marlene Silverstein, Cindy Gerber; ABSTAIN – Janet Montelbano.
New Business:  2020 Meeting Schedule – Ron Davis suggested that the 2019 schedule be repeated - meet on the 3rd Thursday of the meeting months (March, April, May, June, September, October, November) at the same locations allocated for 2019 except for June which is the annual dinner meeting.  No one objected to this.

Town Reports:
Woodbridge:  Cindy Gerber reported that she has been in contact with First Selectman Beth Heller for a new member to replace Elia Alexiades.

Orange:  Ron Davis reported that everything is the same as reported in October; Orange is installing the new equipment purchased; his Assistant Coordinator was able to improve the static problem when he lessened the contrast on the scroll.  He explained the poor picture quality residents are receiving on their home televisions – OGAT sends out to Altice a nice, crisp image and the image coming back from Altice is milky and the colors washed out.

Milford:  Kara Flannery reported that MGAT is still working on its big project – the Thanksgiving Day game between Foran H.S. and Jonathan Law H.S. and the half-time show.  She also reported that she has been having some trouble with DNR sending out someone to train them on the new Tightrope Servers.  She also reported that she contacted Tightrope Media and the person she spoke with was willing to come from Maine to assist.  She will explore other options before going that route.
Treasurer’s Report:  Janet Montelbano reported that there is $3,721.79 in the CAC operating account.  Cindy Gerber reported that the towns placed the information about the Howard Jacobson Scholarship in their local media outlets.  To date, there has only been 1 inquiry, but no application.  She will follow up on this.

Chairman’s Comments:  Ron Davis reported that all members’ terms, except for Kara Flannery, have expired.  Everyone needs to contact their first selectmen/mayors for renewal of their terms and when complete, forward the information to recording secretary Jeanne Cabana for updating the member list.  Marlene Silverstein reported that according to the Orange Charter, all appointed representatives continue to serve after their terms expire until they are renewed or replaced.  She will contact her First Selectman to see about renewing Ron Davis and her for another term and find a 3rd representative to replace Pat Tancreti.
GATA:  Marlene Silverstein reported that all reports are due December 15, 2019 for the October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019 grant year.  The next round of applications will go out in January with a return date prior to the May CAC meeting in order to vote on GATA recommendations for grant awards.
Altice:  Esmé Lombard introduced herself to the Council and stated that she did not have anything to report at this time since it is only her 3rd week in this position and is still learning the job.  Her background was in the wireless field.

Janet Montelbano, seconded by Kara Flannery, made to motion to adjourn at 7:47pm.
