Cable Advisory Council Area 2

Bridgeport, Fairfield, Stratford, Milford, Orange, Woodbridge

www.cacarea2.com

Sept 19, 2019 , Parson’s Complex, 70 W River St., Milford, CT
Attendance - Ron Davis, Marlene Silverstein – Orange, Gerry Speno, Tom Flynn, Stu Strelzer – Fairfield,  Kara Flannery – Milford, Cindy Gerber – Woodbridge, John Dullaghan – Altice, Tad Weinstein - guest
Call to Order  7:00 PM  Ron Introduced Kara as the new Milford rep and thanked her for hosting the meeting. Ron also asked Tad to introduce himself. Tad explained he had just moved to Milford and was a past chair for the New Haven CAC.

Marlene made a motion, seconded by Stu, to add to the agenda, the Howard Jacbobson Memorial Scholarship. All present members in favor.

Public Participation  None
Prior Minutes  Gerry made a motion to accept the May 2019 minutes, seconded by Cindy.  All present members in favor with abstentions from Marlene and Kara.
New Business  Tom explained that as the Fairfield BOE rep, that he too is concerned about the FCC filing Pua called attention to at the last meeting and questioned was this the place to discuss the filing. Ron replied that Pua’s concerns do not apply to the CAC and John corroborated that the ruling would not be retroactive so if and when adopted, the ruling would be forward looking. Ron added that Fairfield can rest assured that they will have both an E and G channel going forward. 

Ron motioned, seconded by Marlene, that the Altice position on the agenda be moved up to this spot.  All present members in favor.

Altice  John explained that he has been with Cablevision for 9 years in the Government Affairs Department and grew up in the telecom industry. Although his usual territory is Westchester County, he is filling in until a permanent rep is hired, which may be within the next month.  In the interim, he is the face to reach out to. Ron stated that the equipment CAC received from Cablevision is getting old and wondered if it is still supported and if the CAC can continue to call the head end at Altice. John explained that Cablevision was more hands on than Altice and Altice will no longer purchase equipment and maintain anything beyond the demarcation.  But Ron can contact him and he will put him in touch with the head end at Altice. John then explained that Altice is looking for a full fiber build throughout their entire footprint. The timeline is about two and a half years and they are looking at fiber right to the home allowing up to 10 gigs. Altice is also now partnering with Sprint and offering a cellular product for a flat 20.00 per month for customers and 30.00 per month, if not. All the interaction is done through Altice Mobile but also includes overseas calling as well. Gerry asked who he can go to for the problem in Fairfield regarding audio that he’s complained about for 7 years and John said he’d try to prioritize the problem and try to put a deadline on the issue prior to the November debate time, which Gerry was concerned about. Ron questioned allowing towns to send data digitally to Altice as opposed to analog but John replied Altice would still only accept analog.   

Treasurer’s Report  Marlene stated there was $3,935.49 in the checking account, with expenditures in the last three months totaling approximately $65.00 for the website.

Chair’s Comments  None


GATA  Marlene distributed the GATA grant decision to present members.  She explained that due to the summer circumstances, she and Ron made the decision on the dollar allocation. The decision for Amity getting a reduction was solely based on Amity not producing the desired content.  Both Ron and Marlene will be visiting Amity within the next few weeks. Stu motioned, seconded by Ron to approve the grant allocations based on the spreadsheet.  All present members in favor. 

Scholarship Application  CAC members discussed the title, requirements, essay,  contact, and accountability for the scholarships. Cindy volunteered to prepare the press release and the clerk will distribute the application submissions to all CAC members.   
Towns  Kara said that Milford had broadcast both high school graduations for the first time last spring, which was also available on live stream The live stream received over 1000 views. They are trying to build a better relationship with the schools and get more students to participate. Milford will be live streaming the Foran/Law football game on Thanksgiving and students will be shooting and broadcasting the event. Kara added that they have two freelancers from the school IT department helping with projects, but a big challenge is old equipment and how to offload. Gerry explained that the equipment is town property and Marlene suggested talking to Milford Town Hall about disposal. Gerry said Fairfield is still waiting for the town ordinance to be restructured, putting limits on FairTV. They do 11 or 12 G meetings and 1 or 2 G meetings per month along with some high school content. Cindy stated she had nothing new from Pua for Woodbridge. Ron added that Orange is moving along.
Adjournment  Cindy motioned to adjourn at 8:20 pm. The motion was seconded by Gerry and all present members were in favor. The next scheduled meeting is Thursday, October 17th in Fairfield.

