Cable Advisory Council Area 2

Bridgeport, Fairfield, Stratford, Milford, Orange, Woodbridge

www.cacarea2.com

May 16, 2018  Altice ( Cablevision, Norwalk) 28 Cross Street, Norwalk, CT 06851
Attendance - Ron Davis, Marlene Silverstein (via phone) – Orange, Gerry Speno – Fairfield, Phil Kearney – Milford, Cindy Gerber, Elia Alexiades – Woodbridge,  Laura Jordan – Altice, Chris Kelly – OGAT Assistant
Call to Order  7:00 PM

Public Participation  Elia asked Laura about the availability of the Altice 1 cable box.  Laura said she will find out the cost and other information and distribute to the members.  Altice has 100,000 new boxes already installed across their footprint but they are only for new customers in the rollout.

Prior Minutes  Cindy motioned, seconded by Gerry to approve the April 19, 2018 minutes.  All present members in favor.

Chair’s Comments  Ron asked Laura if there was anyone from Altice to answer some semi technical questions.  Laura replied that there was no one available for tonight’s meeting but that after discussion with Altice, they are not considering broadcasting the towns in HD.  Cindy questioned the fate of I-Net and Laura responded that because it is currently working, Altice will not address an alternative.  

Altice  Laura reported that Altice will be increasing fees in June to pass along some of the costs they have been absorbing.  She then gave some examples of the increases.  Phil questioned the effect of Net Neutrality and Altice to which Laura replied that Altice has made a public statement regarding the topic and has stated that they will abide by whatever is law.  Gerry asked who is responsible for the public access hardware in Fairfield because they are having audio issues.  Laura replied that SoundView is the responsible party.  Gerry then questioned why programming takes a week to be available on VOD channels.  Laura said a week is the time frame and she will inquire if it has something to do with the programming agreements and get back to CAC.
Towns  Phil reported that Kara Flannery from Milford has recently established a roadmap for the MGAT committee.  The purpose is to standardize and improve operations, develop policies and procedures and establish a five year plan to increase viewer ship.  She had questions for CAC regarding how the towns license software i.e. Photoshop, whether anyone on the CAC had advice regarding style guides and graphics, and whether the Alliance for Community Media Conference was worth the time.  Phil said he would forward the questions to all CAC members.  Ron suggested Gerry contact Kara regarding the Alliance for Community Media.  Gerry stated that Fairfield is aging as far as equipment is concerned.  Upgrading equipment means a whole new format.  It is getting harder to find hybrid equipment for the older system and eventually the only access will be for HD oriented gear.  Currently everything in Fairfield is done in HD then downgraded.  Ron said in Orange, the new equipment is all HD which they modify to broadcast SD.  They are trying to stream to the internet in HD but they simulcast in HD and SD.  Cindy reported that Woodbridge has two interns working with them.  The community is looking for more non-meeting content and they have a change to their CAC grant - a price change because the plan was changed to be a more encompassing one.  

GATA  Marlene reminded the members that all GATA grant applications are due July 15, 2018 and she will call a GATA meeting once she has returned to CT. 

Adjournment  Elia motioned, seconded by Gerry to adjourn at 7:55 PM.  All in favor.  After discussion it was decided that the June 21, 2018 dinner meeting would be held at Gabriele’s, 326 Boston Post Rd., Orange, CT
