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February 15, 2018
TO:  Cable Advisory Council Area 2 Grant Applicant

SENT VIA EMAIL

Re:  Grant Opportunity for Government or Education Access TV for Grant Year October, 2017-September, 2018
Dear Applicant:

We are about to enter another year for government or education access television grants as stipulated in CGS §16-331gg.  Last year Fairfield, Milford, Orange, Woodbridge and the Amity Regional School District took advantage of these grant funds enhance their government and/or education access programming.

CGS §16-331gg offers town governments an additional means of communicating to their citizens.  School districts may showcase their educational achievements in academics, arts and athletics and bring educational issues to the attention of their communities.  This is an added responsibility as well as an opportunity.  This law also sets aside $100,000 annually for grants to help with production and programming for those towns that choose to operate town-specific channels.  These funds may be used for equipment needs and to subsidize labor costs.

The Area 2 Cable Advisory Council (CAC) invites your town or school district to apply for a grant and continue the wonderful work begun with previously awarded grant funds.  If your town government or school district has decided to start a town-specific access channel or is already an existing town-specific channel, we invite you to apply for funds with the attached application.  You may request assistance in establishing a town-specific educational or government channel from CAC.  CAC has specialists in both technical and administrative needs for such purposes.  Payment of grant funds will be made prior to the end of the grant year, September 30, 2018.  The deadline for filing an application is July 15, 2018.  If your town or school district was awarded a grant last year, your report form must be on file with the Grant Administrator before consideration of this year’s application will be entertained.
If you have any questions after you have reviewed the grant application, please contact one of individuals listed below:

	Ron Davis
	Orange
	203-799-7017
	rdvideolab@aol.com

	Marlene Silverstein
	Orange
	203-389-4241
	newgelt@optonline.net

	Philip Kearney
	Milford
	203-876-8294
	Pkearney48@optimum.net

	Stu Strelzer
	Fairfield
	203-560-2010
	Sstrelzer2@aol.com

	Cindy Gerber
	Woodbridge
	203-494-5337
	cgerber@optonline.net
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CAC prefers that you name a town-sanctioned access committee to be responsible for the filing of the grant application and receive all correspondence and awards.  Examples of existing committees include Orange Government Access Television Committee, Woodbridge Government Television Access Commission, Milford Government Access Television Committee and Fairfield’s FairTV Committee.  Please enclose a letter stating this with the grant application (see application for requirements).  Please feel free to contact CAC with further questions.

Some Background Information Concerning Town-Specific Access Television:
Altice Cablevision of Southern Connecticut (CV) is the cable provider for Area 2 (Fairfield, Bridgeport, Stratford, Milford, Orange and Woodbridge).  Besides cable television service, CV provides a separate, fiber-optic network known as the I-Net (Institutional Network) that connects town halls, schools, libraries, police and fire departments in our six towns as well as those in Area Nine (lower Fairfield County).  Among its other possible uses, the I-Net serves as a means for towns and schools to send their town-specific programming to CV’s head-end in Norwalk so it can be cablecast to cable subscribers within their town borders.

A typical way to send out programs on I-Net is with a multi-disc DVD player and/or a simple character generator connected to CV equipment already located at your send/receive site.  The most common programs are live, Video on Demand and/or DVD recordings of town or school board meetings, community events related to government or schools, and public service announcements.  Community bulletin boards on computer or character generator are also typical.  With a little work, a town-specific channel may also serve as a means to transmit emergency information quickly.  You can call Jennifer Young, Director of Government Affairs, at CV (203-750-5614) for assistance in connecting to the I-Net with CV equipment.  There is no charge and CV will assist you in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Marlene Silverstein

Marlene Silverstein
Grant Administrator
newgelt@optonline.net
Enclosure
CAC











